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IN THE CLAIM 

1. [Cancelled] 



1 j2. [currently amended] A method according to claim 5 wherein: for prooeGs i ng 

2 data packets i n a gateway e l ement, sa i d m e thod compr i s i ng st e ps of: 

3 - prov i d i ng screen i ng i nformat i on compr i s i ng a set of ru l es, sa i d 

4 screen i ng i nformat i on b ei ng h i erarch i ca ll y structured so that i t compr ise s a f i rst 

5 rule, wh i ch specif ie s f i rst h e ader i nformat i on, and a subset of ru l es re l at i ng to 

6 sa i d f i rst ru l e, s aid subset of rules comprising a second rule, which specifies 

7 second header information, and a second subset of rules, said second subset of 

8 . rules relating to said second rule, 

9 processing a data packet accord i ng to a ru le b el ong i ng to th e s e t of 

1 0 ru le s, th e header i nformat i on of sa i d data pack e t match i ng the head e r i nformat i on 

1 1 of said ru le . 

1 2 - in said step of compar i ng a data packet, comparing said data packet ie^ 

1 3 compared to said second subset of rules only if the header information of the 

1 4 data packet matches the header information of the- said second.rule,- 
1 5 

1 jS. [currently amended] A method according to claim 45, wherein 

2 - said set of rules is an ordered sequence of rules, 

3 - said subset of rules is an ordered sub-sequence of said ordered 

4 sequence of rules, and 

5 - in said step of comparing a data packet, said data packet is compared to 

6 the rules in the order defined by the ordered sequence. 

2 



PATENT 



1 |4. [currently amended] A method according to claim 45, wherein, for said subset 

2 of rules, an entity which is authorized to modify said subset, is specified. 
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5. [currently amended] A method accord i ng to c l a i m 1 f or processing data packets in 
a gateway element, said method comprising the steps of: 

- providing screening information comprising a set of rules, said 
screening information being hierarchically structured so that it comprises a first 
rule, which specifies first header information, and a subset of rules relating to 
said first rule: 

- comparing a data packet to said subset of rules only if the header 
information of the data packet matches the header information of the first rule: 
and 

- processing a data packet according to a rule belonging to the set of 
rules, the header information of said data packet matching the header information 
of said rule, wherein at least one rule belonging to said subset of rules 
comprises a generic information portion, said generic information portion to be 
replaced with second information before a data packet is compared to said at 
least one rule. 
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6. [currently amended] A method accord i ng to claim 1 f or processing data packets 
in a gateway element, said method comprising the steps of: 

- providing screening information comprising a set of rules, said 
screening information being hierarchicallv structured so that it comprises a first 
rule, which specifies first header information, and a subset of rules relating to 
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said first rule. 

- comparing a data packet to said subset of rules only if the header 
information of the data packet matches the header information of the first Vule. 
and 

- processino a data packet according to a rule belonging to the set of 
• rules, the header information of said data packet matching the header information 

of said rule, wherein said screening information comprises a first part, which is 
modifiable by an entity authorized to configure said gateway element, and a 
second part, which is modifiable by an entity specifically authorized to modify 
said second part. 

7. [cancelled] 

8. [cancelled] 

9. [cancelled] 

10. [cancelled] 

1 1 . [cancelled] 

12. [cancelled] 

13. [cancelled] 

14. [currently amended] A computer program product comprising program code 
means stored on a computer readable medium for performing, when said program 
product is run on a computer, the steps of 

- providing screening information comprising a set of rules, said 
screening information being hierarchically structured so that it comprises a first 
rule, which specifies first header information, and a subset of rules relating to 
said first rule, 

- comparing a data packet to said subset of rules only if the header 
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information of the data packet matches the header information of the first rule, 
and 

- processing a data packet according to a rule belonging to the set of 
rules, the header information of said data packet matching the header information 
of said rule , and wherein at least one rule beiongino to said subset of rules 
comprises a generic information portion, said generic information portion to be 
replaced with second information before a data packet is compared to said at 
least one rule . 

15. [currently amended] A computer readable medium having stored thereon a data 
structure comprising; 

screening information fields , wherein said screening information stored in 
said screening information fields is hierarchically structured so that it comprises a 
first rule, which specifies first header information, and a subset of rules relating 
to said first rule, said first header information being common to said rules 
belonging to said subset of rules . and wherein at least one rule beiongino to said 
subset of rules comprises a Generic information portion, said generic information 
portion to be replaced with second information before a data packet is compared 
to said at least one rule. 

16. [currently amended] A data structure (43)- according to claim 15, wherein said 
subset of rules comprises a second rule (^21), which specifies second header 
information, and a second subset of rules (^23, ^23) , said second subset of rules 
relating to said second rule, said second header information being common to said rules 
belonging to said second subset of rules. 
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1 17. [cancelled] 

Please add the following new claims: 

1 18. [new] An arrangement including at least one gateway element and a database 

2 entity, said at least one gateway element comprising: 

3 - means storing information for screening data packets and 

4 - means for processing data packets, said processing involving 

5 comparison of a data packet header to header information specified in said 

6 screening information, 

7 - said database entity including means for providing information for 

8 screening data packets, 

9 - said at least one gateway element including means for receiving at least 
1 0 part of said information for screening data packets from said database entity, 

1 1 and said processing means functioning to compare header information of a 

1 2 data packet to screening information comprising a first rule, which specifies first 

1 3 header information, and a subset of rules relating to said first rule, and configured 

1 4 to compare a data packet to said subset of rules only if the header information of 

1 5 the data packet matches the header information of said first rule, and wherein said 

1 6 screening information comprises a first part, which is modifiable by an entity 

1 7 authorized to configure said gateway element, and a second part, which is 

1 8 modifiable by an entity specifically authorized to modify said second part. 

1 19. [new] A computer program product comprising program code means stored on a 

2 computer readable medium for performing, when said program product is run on a 
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3 computer, steps of 

4 - providing screening information comprising a set of rules, said 

5 screening information being hierarchically structured so that it comprises a first 

6 rule, which specifies first header information, and a subset of rules relating to 

7 said first rule, 

8 - comparing a data packet to said subset of rules only if the header 

9 information of the data packet matches the header information of the first rule, 
1 0 and 

1 1 - processing a data packet according to a rule belonging to the set of rules, 

1 2 the header information of said data packet matching the header information of said 

1 3 rule, and wherein said screening information comprises a first part, which is 

1 4 modifiable by an entity authorized to configure said gateway element, and a second 

1 5 part, which is modifiable by an entity specifically authorized to modify said second 

1 6 part. 



REMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, 15 and 17 were rejected as directed to non statutory subject matter. In 
response to these requests, claims 1 and 17 have been cancelled. Claims 2 and 15 have 
been amended as follows: 

\2. [currently amended] A method according to claim 5 wherein: for proc e ss i ng data 

pack e ts i n a gat e way el ement, sa i d method compr i s i ng st e ps of: 

- prov i d i ng scre e n i ng i nformat i on compr i sing a s e t of ru le s, sa i d scr ee n i ng 
i nformat i on b ei ng h ie rarch i ca ll y structur e d so that i t compr i s e s a first ru le , wh i ch 
spec i fi e s f i rst h e ad e r i nformat i on, and a subs e t of ru le s re l at i ng to sa i d f i rct ru l o, 
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